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PRE-DRIVING TUITION DURING OFFICIAL LESSON TIME 

IAM RoadSmart is part of a group of organisations including Police Scotland and Clelands Volvo 

which is helping bring driving tuition onto the timetable for under 17’s in the Scottish Borders – one 

of the first times pre-licence training  has been offered in the UK in a properly controlled and 

structured way. 

The Scottish Road Safety Framework’s 

Strategic Partnership Board has 

provided a £73,000 grant to offer a 

series of driving courses for people in 

the Borders – basic driving tuition for 15 

to 17-year-olds, advanced driving for 17 

to 25-year-olds, and driving review 

sessions for over 65’s. The programme 

for 15 to 17-year-olds at five schools in 

the Borders, which will be called 

Drivewise, offers pre-driving tuition 

during official lesson time. The other 

partners are Scottish Fire and Rescue 

Service, Scottish Ambulance Service, Scottish Borders Council, Transport Scotland and Volvo. 

Clelands is the Galashiels based dealership group run John Cleland. As part of Drivewise, there will 

be 14 sessions in total offered to students from the nine Secondary schools taking part, at a former 

airfield near Greenlaw, between April and October this year. The under 17’s courses aim to get 

young drivers familiar with basic knowledge of driving and road rules through simple manoeuvring 

of a vehicle, and also instil in them good driving attitudes and habits. Each session is completed 

within a day. Students will start off in the classroom and then be shown by an instructor the basics 

of manoeuvring a vehicle safely before having a try themselves in the latest Volvo cars. They will 

have plenty of opportunity to hone their skills and be assessed and encouraged throughout the day. 
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TESLA AUTOPILOT SYSTEM ‘NOT AT FAULT’ IN FATAL CRASH 

A nine-month investigation by the US National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) into 

the fatal car crash involving a Tesla Model S in Florida last year has concluded that the car’s 

Autopilot system, which was in operation at the time, was not at fault.  

The decision noted that Autopilot is a Level 2 self-driving system and, therefore, requires the driver 

to always monitor the system and be at the ready to intervene – a stipulation that the driver failed 

to perform, the administration says. It has been concluded that a safety-related defect trend has 

not been identified at this time and further examination of this issue does not appear to be 

warranted and the investigation is now closed. However, it warns that the closing of the 

investigation does not constitute a finding by NHTSA that no safety-related defect exists. The 

agency will monitor the issue and reserves the right to take future action if circumstances warrant 

it. Following this and other crashes in 2016, Tesla modified the Autopilot system which it now 

describes as semi-autonomous to ensure drivers don't take their hands off the wheel for extended 

periods and reminding them of the need to remain aware of road conditions. 

 

BENEFITS OF LESS SPEED RATHER THAN THE CONSEQUENCES OF MORE SPEED 

New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) has launched a campaign focusing on the benefits of less 

speed, rather than the consequences of more speed.  

As a contributing factor in 20% of all fatal and serious injury crashes, the NZTA says speed continues 

to be a serious issue on New Zealand roads. In 2015, 87 people 

were killed and 466 were seriously injured in speed-related 

crashes. The campaign aims to encourage competent drivers, 

who like driving fast and see the speed they choose to travel at 

as a personal thing, to realise that speed is not just a personal 

choice. They aim to get drivers who like driving fast to realise 

that speed is not just a personal choice because other people get hurt as well. 

 

BULC SAYS EU SERIOUS INJURY TARGET WILL BE SET IN 2017 

Violetta Bulc, the European Commissioner for Transport, has renewed a promise to 

introduce a target to reduce serious road injuries across the EU. She described the 

figure of 135,000 serious injuries per year as “serious numbers”, and described the 

current situation as “frustrating and we are not moving forward” 

 

PROJECT EDWARD 
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The road safety campaign day known as Project EDWARD – European 

Day without a Road Death -promoted and planned by TISPOL, the 

European Traffic Police Network, will be held this year on Thursday 

21st September 2017. 



3 

 

 

 

DRINK DRIVE DISSAPOINTING RESULTS 

IAM RoadSmart has expressed disappointment along with others in yet another year of no significant 

change in the levels of drink-driving in Britain, based on new Government statistics which have 

been announced.  

There are again calls for England and Wales to 

follow Scotland’s lead and reduce drink-drive 

limits to the same level, in combination with an 

increase in high-profile and intelligence led 

policing. The Department for Transport 

announced that provisional estimates for 2015 

show 220 deaths in alcohol related crashes. 

Some 1,380 people were killed or seriously 

injured when at least one driver was over the 

limit. This represents a statistically significant 

rise from 1,310 in 2014. 

In addition, the total number of collisions and accidents where at least one driver was over the 

alcohol limit rose by 2%to 5,740 in 2015.  

Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart director of policy and research, stated  

 “The increase in serious injury crashes and the overall increase in drink 

related crashes is worrying and suggests the problem is not reducing 

among a hard core of drivers willing to take the risk. “The Government 

should introduce a lower limit in England and Wales. It won’t eradicate 

the problem completely but it will deliver a small but significant 

decrease in drink drive casualties and underline the clear message that 

driving and drinking don’t mix. There is evidence to suggest that Drivers who take a drink-

drive rehabilitation course do appear to be less likely to reoffend. Currently a convicted 

drink-driver has to choose to take a course if offered but a more effective option would be 

to make the course compulsory and force drivers to opt out only if they choose to.” 

 

NEW MOTORCYCLE AMBASSADOR 

Pioneering motorcycle and sidecar racer Maria Costello MBE has been appointed as Rider 

Ambassador for IAM RoadSmart. 

Queen of Bikes’ Maria, 43, has made more than 40 starts at the Isle of Man TT and 
became world famous as the first women ever to claim a podium on the island – 
with third place in the Ultra Lightweight category of the 2005 Manx Grand Prix. 
Her career spans two decades, with 2016 proving the most successful yet. She 
scored the female lap record at the Vauxhall International Northwest 200 plus a 
podium alongside 23 times TT winner John McGuinness in the Isle of Man Senior 
Classic TT. For five years Maria held a Guinness World Record at the Isle of Man 
TT, when she lapped the Snaefell mountain course at  

an average speed of 114.73 mph in 2004 – thus becoming the fastest women to have done so. Maria 
will be promoting the work of IAM RoadSmart in the field of motorcycle safety in her public 
appearances around the country, as well talk about current developments on rider safety and 

advanced riding through her well-read social media channels.
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RE-NEWED FOCUS ON DRIVING FOR WORK
 

Fleet chiefs and industry associations along with the Department for Transport, Highways England 

and insurance company representatives have held a ‘Driving for Work Summit’ to further accelerate 

the take-up of initiatives by employers to reduce work-related road collisions. 

 

Highways England is working 

with the campaign team to 

finalise a three-year 

programme that will engage 

a wide-range of stakeholders, 

including businesses and the 

public sector as well as 

government. The Summit, 

held at the Society of Motor 

Manufacturers and Traders’ 

London headquarters, saw 

fleet chiefs from a range of 

safety-focused employers 

identified ways to more 

effectively encourage better 

occupational road safety, 

fleet management and 

procurement. 

 

Many of the ideas and initiatives discussed will be fed into the forthcoming campaign, which picks 

up on recommendations outlined in the two documents: 

 Transport Safety Commission’s (March 2015 report) ‘UK Transport Safety: Who Is 

Responsible?’ 

 The Government’s (December 2015) Road Safety Statement ‘Working Together To Build 

a Safer Road System’. 

These two documents can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/document-archive-2015/ 

 

The ‘Working Together to Build a Safer Road System’ report calculated that the cost of road 

collisions to individuals, society and the economy was in excess of £16.3 billion per year. 

 

Adrian Walsh, Executive Director of RoadSafe which is working closely with Highways England to 

deliver the Driving for Better Business campaign, said:  

 

“Around a third of road traffic collisions involve a person at work, so there is 

clearly more that can be done by public and private sector fleets working together 

and in tandem with employers’ organisations, government and its agencies and 

road safety experts to support and promote good practice. Much information and 

advice is available and this summit focused on how that knowledge can be made 

more readily available. Our new programme is intended to accelerate the uptake 

of road safety initiatives by major fleets and SMEs operating company cars, ‘grey 

fleets’ and light vans to reduce the number of collisions involving drivers on 

business journeys.” 
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DRIVING RECKLESSLY ON PAVEMENTS 

A new campaign has been launched by Biffa, 

known as DROP’s to highlight the increasing 

number of incident of motorists driving on the 

pavement. 

Biffa handle around 10% of household waste 

collections in the UK and currently their 

household waste collection teams are reporting 

around 3,000 incidents of poor driving per month. 

As a company, the safety of their staff members 

and members of the public is paramount, so they 

have launched the DROPs campaign – Driving 

Recklessly on Pavements, aiming to raise 

awareness of the dangers of driving on pavements and the significant impact it has. 

They have CCTV footage of so called “reckless” driving which shows numerous incidents of drivers 

mounting pavements and driving into or nearly missing waste workers in order to dodge their trucks 

parked in the road. Such behaviour of drivers has been accepted by Biffa staff as ‘part of the job’ 

and until recently, they rarely reported such incidents to their managers or the police. 

Aside from trying to raise public awareness of DROPs, Biffa have been actively trying to tackle the 

issue for some time. In addition to collaboration with the police, clearer hi-vis marking and resident 

awareness campaigns, their trucks are now fitted with 360 degree cameras to record incidents of 

such driving to aid the police in prosecution. Since a new prosecution system was introduced by 

Biffa and Staffordshire Police Force, figures (October 2016) show a marked improvement with 1/3 

of 300 reported incidents of inconsiderate driving reported by Biffa staff leading to the prosecution 

of drivers. 

MOT FAILS COULD BE AVOIDED BY BASIC CAR MAINTENANCE 

The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) is urging drivers to carry out regular, simple checks 
on their vehicles to avoid MOT fails and the collisions that defects cause. 

New figures have revealed that carrying out 
basic car maintenance could avoid the main 
reasons cars fail their annual MOT. Nearly 50% 
of all faults found on MOTs could be avoided 
by carrying out regular, simple checks and 
maintenance, like replacing bulbs, wipers and 
tyres.  

Between April 2015 and March 2016, nearly 1 
in 5 cars taken for their MOT had problems 
with lighting and signaling - including simple 
problems such as blown bulbs. The 2015 road 
casualties report for Great Britain shows that 
car defects were a contributory factor in 
1,131 accidents. Over 75% of defects that contributed to crashes were either braking or tyre issues.  

 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

Top reasons for MOT failures 
 April 2015 and March 2016 



6 

 

 

 

EURO NCAP 20th ANNIVERSARY 1997 - 2017 
 
The first tests exposed safety failings in top-selling family cars, 
forcing a fundamental rethink in the way vehicles were designed to 
prevent accidents and save lives.  Twenty years on, 9 out of 10 cars 
sold on the European market hold a Euro NCAP rating and the motor 
industry actively supports the development of new requirements for 
the top safety ratings. Today, the results of crash tests of two 
family cars built 20 years apart underline the huge advances in 

vehicle safety since 1997. Safety technologies that were non-
existent or optional at most - such as driver and passenger airbags, 
side protection airbags, belt reminders and electronic stability 
control – are now standard on all cars sold in Europe. Euro NCAP has 
given millions of consumers the knowledge and confidence to 
choose the safest cars possible. Many more aspects of a car’s safety 
gets tested now than when it started in 1997, and that is set to 
continue. Next year they will test systems that recognise and avoid 
crashes with cyclists. 

 

Backed by the FIA (Federation Internationale de l’Automobile), 

ICRT (formerly named International Testing), the UK and 

Swedish Governments; the first Euro NCAP crash test results 

were revealed on 4th February 1997. Until then car makers only 

had to meet basic legislative crash test requirements for new 

cars, the results of which were not published and it was 

impossible for consumers to compare the safety of one car with 

another. Euro NCAP’s programme was the first time that 

realistic, like-for-like tests had been conducted in Europe by 

independent experts and the results sparked outrage from 

consumer groups, members of the public and the media. In the 

first round of tests, of seven popular ‘supermini’ sized cars, the 

Ford Fiesta and Volkswagen Polo each achieved three stars out 

of the then-maximum of four, based on protection levels 

offered to adult occupants. The top-selling Rover 100 achieved 

only one star while the Fiat Punto, Nissan Micra, Opel/Vauxhall 

Corsa and Renault Clio achieved only two stars. When 

pedestrian protection was assessed, not one vehicle scored 

more than two points, suggesting manufacturers were not 

designing cars with vulnerable road users in mind. Leading car 

manufacturers attacked the tests, claiming they were so severe 

that it was ‘impossible’ for a car to achieve four stars. Five 

months later, however, Volvo’s S40 became the first four-star 

car for occupant protection. 

 

Euro NCAP tests have become ever more demanding and cars can now achieve a maximum of five 

stars, awarded not just for how they protect occupants and pedestrians in a collision, but on the 

car’s ability to avoid a crash in the first place. The tests represent real-life crash scenarios that 

could result in the death or injury. Top achievers must demonstrate that their cars are fitted as 

standard with technology that avoids or mitigates such crashes and, where a crash is not avoidable, 

adequate protection is offered to car occupants and other road users. 
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MORE than 78,000 
lives have been 
saved since Euro 
NCAP’s tough crash 
safety tests were 
launched 20 years 
ago. Euro NCAP 
reveals it has 
published over 630 
safety ratings, crash-
tested some 1,800 
cars and collectively 
spent over 160 
million euro to make 
cars safer. 
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DIRECT VISION STANDARD FOR HGV’s 
 

In September, the mayor’s office announced plans to roll out its direct vision standard for large 

HGVs operating in the capital. The new, London-only regulation is about the amount of direct vision 

you have from the cab of a truck, as opposed to indirect vision, which you’d get through mirrors or 

cameras and sensors. It’s about improving the sight lines of the driver, principally at front, for 

pedestrian safety, and on the left-hand side, for the safety of cyclists. 

 

It’s the first time that there’s been an 

objective measurement of how much a driver of 

an HGV can see directly out of the window 

rather than relying on mirrors, camera and 

sensor systems to understand what’s happening 

around the vehicle. Described by TFL as “the 

area of greatest risk”, the thinking is that 

increasing visibility with lower windscreens and 

larger glass areas in passenger doors will lead to 

better awareness, faster reaction times among 

drivers and subsequently lower collisions with 

the likes of pedestrians and cyclists. The London authorities believe this approach is superior to so-

called indirect vision – driver observation via mirrors, cameras or sensors. Vehicles will be subject 

to a star rating, from zero to five (six in total), which will reflect their level of visibility. The 

ratings measure the area of direct vision around the area of greatest risk Those star ratings are 

graded based on the amount of direct vision the driver has; five-star being the best and zero-star 

being the least. 

 

Though it is currently subject to a consultation, the standard is expected to become legally 

enforceable. There may be some room for exemptions, some areas of flexibility, but in the main 

the expectation is that the regulation to go forward and HGV operators need to look at what they 

need to do to be compliant. Assuming the direct vision standard goes ahead as planned, the first 

phase will happen in 2020, when HGVs with a zero star rating will not be allowed into London. 

Phase two is set to arrive in 2024, and will ban vehicles with a rating of three-stars or lower.  

 

Penalties for operators in breach of the standard have yet to be established but are being 

addressed in the consultation.  

 
 

HEAVY LORRIES WEARING DOWN THE ROADS 

Pothole levels are likely to surge because of a 
spike in levels of heavier lorries wearing 
down roads, councils warn. The amount of 
goods lorries are transporting each year has 
rocketed by 5 per cent to almost 1.7 billion 
tonnes from the previous year, new figures 
reveal. The heavier the vehicle the more 
pressure is likely to be exerted on road 
surfaces, causing them to crumble quicker 
and form potholes. Lorries, particularly very 
heavy lorries, are massively more damaging 
to road surfaces than cars. This is because 

the damaging power rises exponentially as 
the weight of the vehicle increases. 

Meanwhile the Freight Transport Association 
has reacted with disappointment to the Local 
Government Association (LGA)’s inaccurate 
claim that freight transport is responsible for 
the poor state of Britain’s roads.  Instead, 
FTA has called on central government to 
reverse the downturn in spending on local 
infrastructure, which has caused a 14 year 
repairs backlog across the national road 
network. 
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GIVE SPACE, BE SAFE 

A number of police forces across England are looking to roll out an initiative designed to actively 

target motorists who ignore Highway Code rules on overtaking cyclists.  

First introduced by West Midlands Police in 
September 2016, the ‘Give Space, be Safe’ 
operation sees police officers saddle up to look 
out for motorists who do not leave the required 

space when passing cyclists.  

West Yorkshire and Devon & Cornwall forces 
will adapt the scheme for use in their areas, 
while police in Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire, who work together on roads 
policing, and Dorset Police are looking at the 

initiative.  

This latest news follows earlier 
announcements, that the Met Police, along with the forces in Avon and Somerset and East of 
Scotland, will trial the operation. Surrey Police are also said to be considering taking up the 
scheme. Under Give Space, be Safe, police officers on bicycles pass on details of offending drivers 
to in-car colleagues who intercept at a designated holding point, where the driver is offered 
educational input on safe overtaking. Repeat offenders or anyone deemed to have driven 

dangerously close to a cyclist, is prosecuted and taken to court.  

 

THE NEW VEHICLE TAX RATES 

DVLA is reminding motorists about the new vehicle tax rates 
come into force for all cars and some motor homes that are first 
registered from 1 April 2017.  

These changes won’t affect any vehicles that are registered 
before 1 April 2017. So, for anyone who already owns a car or is 
thinking of buying a used car the rates of vehicle tax will not be 
changing. However, anyone considering buying a new car that 
will be first registered from 1 April should check the vehicle tax 
rates table on GOV.UK to find out how much they’ll pay. 

Under the changes, vehicle tax for the first year will continue to be based on CO2 emissions. After 
the first year, the amount of tax to pay will depend on the type of vehicle. The new rates are: 

 £140 a year for petrol or diesel vehicles 

 £130 a year for alternative fuel vehicles (hybrids, bioethanol and LPG) 

 £0 a year for vehicles with zero CO2 emissions 

In addition, for vehicles with a list price of more than £40,000, the rate of tax is based on CO2 
emissions for the first year. After the first year, the rate depends on the type of vehicle (petrol, 
diesel, zero emission etc) and an additional rate of £310 a year for the next 5 years. After those 5 
years, the vehicle will then be taxed at one of the standard rates (£140, £130 or £0) depending on 
the vehicle. 
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LEARNERS ON MOTORWAYS 

(A personal observation from the Graham Feest Consultancy) 

 

The consultation period for Learners being 

allowed on motorways as part of their 

driving tuition has now ended and it would 

seem from what I have learned that 

certainly most driving and road safety 

organisations are fully supportive of the 

proposal along with the majority of driver 

trainers. 

Just how many learners will actually have 

the opportunity to avail themselves of this 

additional driving skill remains to be seen? 

With it understandably not forming part of 

the driving test, I just wonder how many 

instructors will wish to make the journey to 

a motorway unless they have one on the 

doorstep. Equally how many pupils or should 

I say parents will be willing to pay for a 

longer lesson for the purpose of getting this 

experience? Living where I do for example 

will involve a three hour lesson to access a motorway, spend some time on it and then return. A 

three hour lesson would also mean that in order to be compliant it would be necessary to take a 

break.  

Whilst we might say anything is better than nothing one of the most important things which stands 

out with regard to motorway driving is to access such networks which have been converted to 

SMART motorways where the driving task is more complex and requires additional understanding. 

We currently have around 12% of the network converted to Smart Motorway and by 2020 that will 

rise to around 500 miles which constitutes about 25% of the entire motorway network and I am 

pretty certain that it will not stop there. 

Let me be quite clear and say that I am not against learners being able to access the motorway 

with a qualified ADI in a dual controlled car. I would most definitely encourage both driver trainers 

and pupils to take the advantage to gain a real understanding of how different driving on these 

kinds of roads is both from a technical point of view as well as that feeling of such large and mixed 

traffic volumes and the feeling of exposure and vulnerability which comes across in such an 

environment. It is however disappointing that there is no scope for further practise until the person 

has passed their driving test. It does seem somewhat contradictory when we are encouraging 

learners to gain experience driving with a qualified driver between lessons if once they have had 

the initial time on the motorway with a qualified trainer that they cannot follow this up during 

their learning period. 

We must however be positive about the opportunity which I am sure will be created, requiring a 

regulation change to allow learners on motorways as a starting point and maybe authority might 

come later for practise to be allowed. 
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UK IS THE THIRD MOST CONGESTED IN EUROPE AND FOURTH IN THE WORLD 

Traffic information company INRIX has published its Traffic 
Scorecard for roads around the world, which says that the UK is the 
fourth most congested country in the world which costs drivers 
£30.8 bn per year. Based on a new methodology, the analysis has 
increased to 1,064 cities across 38 countries, making what the 

company says is the largest ever study of congestion.  

The UK is the third most congested in Europe, with drivers spending 
an average of 32 hours a year in congestion during peak hours.  For 
the first time, the INRIX Traffic Scorecard also includes the direct 
and indirect costs of congestion to all UK motorists, which amounted 

to £30.8 billion in 2016, an average of £968 per driver1. 

In the UK, the 2016 Traffic Scorecard analysed congestion in 87 cities and large urban areas. 
London remains the UK’s most congested city, and ranks 2nd in Europe after Moscow and 7th in the 
world. Drivers in London spent an average of 73 hours in gridlock during peak hours. This 
contributed to congestion costing London drivers £1,911 each and the capital as a whole £6.2 billion 
from direct and indirect costs. Direct costs relate to the value of fuel and time wasted, and 
indirect costs relate to freighting and business fees from company vehicles idling in traffic, which 

are passed on to household bills through higher prices. 

Along with the capital, Manchester, Aberdeen, Birmingham and Edinburgh make up the UK’s five 
most congested cities. Drivers in Manchester spent 39 hours in congestion during peak hours, and 
10% of their total drive time (peak and non-peak hours) in gridlock, costing each driver £1,136 and 
the city £233 million. Motorists in Birmingham spent 9% of their total drive time in congestion last 
year, costing the city £407 million. Major cities in Scotland feature high-up in the UK ranking, with 
Aberdeen and Edinburgh placing 3rd and 5th respectively. The combined cost to both cities in 2016 

was £363 million. 

 

TRAFFIC GROWTH RECORD 

Traffic on Britain’s roads has reached a 
record high according to new provisional 
figures from the Department for Transport. In 
the year ending December 2016 car traffic 
increased by 0.7% to a record high of 249.5 
billion vehicle miles, while heavy goods 
vehicle traffic and rose at an even faster 
rate, up 2.8% to 17.1 billion vehicle miles. 
Provisional estimates suggest that both ‘A’ 

roads and motorways experienced the highest 
level of vehicle traffic recorded; motorway 
traffic increased by 2.1% to 67.9 billion 
vehicle miles in 2016, continuing a long-term 
trend of increasing motorway traffic over the 
past six years. The DfT report attributes the 
rise in traffic in 2016 partly due to growth in 

the economy along with lower fuel prices. 

 

NEW METROPOLITAN POLICE COMMISSIONER APPOINTED 

 

 

Cressida Dick appointed first female Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner and will take over from Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe in a 

position regarded as Britain’s top police officer  
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ANNOYING BEHAVIOURS 

Failing to indicate in time annoys British motorists more than 
anything else according poll of motorists by RAC Insurance. 
Nearly six in 10 of the 2,100 drivers surveyed said not signalling 
clearly or not bothering at all was the most inconsiderate 
behaviour on the road ahead of hogging the middle lane of the 
motorway and tail-gating. Every driver polled by RAC Insurance 
thought it was important to show consideration for other road 
users but nearly 46% didn’t know that ‘being considerate’ is in 
the Highway Code. 

The Highway Code states: ‘Be considerate. Be careful of and considerate towards all types of road 
users, especially those requiring extra care’, nearly two-thirds 64% said ‘most drivers need to re-

read it’. 

In response to the question; 

Which do you think are the most inconsiderate driving behaviours?  

1  Not indicating clearly      58%  

2  Hogging the middle lane on a motorway   56%  

3  Not leaving plenty of distance behind the car in front  51%  

4  Getting angry with other motorists    46%  

5  Selfish parking – not parking between lines   45%  

6  Not saying thank you to other drivers for letting  

them out of a junction / giving way to them   43%  

7  Not slowing down when passing horses    34%  

8 Not adhering to speed limits     30%  

9  Not giving cyclists plenty of space    29%  

10  Using the horn in anger      27% 

  

BIN LORRY MAN DROVE WHILST HIS LICENCE WAS WITHDRAWN 

The driver of the bin lorry that crashed in Glasgow killing six people has admitted culpable and 
reckless driving in a separate incident. Harry Clarke, 60, had his licence withdrawn for medical 
reasons in the months following the bin lorry crash on 22 December 2014. 

He has not prosecuted over the bin lorry crash. 

He has now been forced to plead guilty to driving a car nine months later, despite knowing he was 
both unfit to drive and during the period in which his licence had been withdrawn.  

At Glasgow Sheriff Court he admitted driving a car on 20 September 2015 in the knowledge that he 
had suffered a loss of consciousness while at the wheel of a moving refuse collection vehicle the 
previous December. The charge stated he also knew he had suffered a loss of consciousness or 

episode of altered awareness while at the wheel of a stationary bus on 7 April 2010. 

He will be sentenced at a later date. 
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VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY AND AVIATION BILL

 

New insurance rules for self-driving cars and measures to improve provision of electric vehicle 

charge points have been introduced as part of the Vehicle Technology and Aviation Bill. It is hoped 

these measures will help the UK to become a world leader in these technologies by breaking down 

some of the barriers that could limit companies from testing them here.  

Measures around insurance for self-driving 

cars will ensure better protection - a single 

insurance product for automated vehicles will 

now be able to cover both the motorist when 

they are driving, as well as the car when it is 

in automated mode. This will mean innocent 

victims involved in a collision with an 

automated vehicle will have quick and easy 

access to compensation. Self-driving vehicles 

will allow the driver to hand full control and 

responsibility to the vehicle when 

technologies are turned on. The measures 

follow a consultation by the Department for 

Transport on the issue of insurance for self-

driving cars that closed in September 2016. 

The Secretary of State will be given the 

power to classify which vehicles are 

‘automated’ and subject to the new 

insurance requirement.  

 

Other measures set out in the Bill will mean easier access to infrastructure for electric vehicles. 

They could also ensure the right infrastructure is in place for the growing market for electric 

vehicles. Motorway services and large fuel retailers could be made to provide electric charge points 

and hydrogen refuelling stations under planned new laws. The measures could also make sure data 

about the location and availability of charging stations is openly available, and make it easier to 

use the different networks which are available. They follow a public consultation on measures to 

improve charging infrastructure. 

 

GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK
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speed and what can be done to address this key risk factor for road traffic deaths and injuries. 
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FALUIRE TO MAINTAIN VEHICLES LAND TWO PEOPLE IN PRISON 

The owners of a haulage company and his 

mechanic have been jailed after a 32-tonne 

truck with faulty brakes killed four people. 

Matthew Gordon, 30, and Peter Wood, 55, 

were each convicted of four counts of 

manslaughter. They were sentenced to seven 

years and six months and five years and 

three months respectively.  

At the original court case, describing the 

brakes failing, Mr Potter, who was driving 

the vehicle and cleared of any charges had 

only worked at the company for a few days, 

told the jury:  

"I tried the handbrake. I put it on and nothing. I tried putting the lorry into third gear to try 

and get the engine to slow it down. I blasted the horn. It was the only thing I could think of 

to warn people that I couldn't stop.” 

The prosecutor had told the jury that the 

company, Grittenham Haulage Ltd had been 

granted an operator's licence in December 

2013. However the operation was a shambles. 

They were supposed to have a transport 

manager responsible for ensuring the lorries 

were safe but did not do so in the months 

leading up to the fatal incident. Wood was 

employed by the firm to inspect and help 

maintain the vehicles, carrying out 

inspections every six weeks. The final safety 

check on the vehicle by Wood was weeks 

before the tragedy. This sort of catastrophic 

brake failure doesn't just happen through bad 

luck. This was entirely predictable, the result 

of poor management and a disregard for the 

rules and a failure to comply with routine 

guidelines. 

 

Avon and Somerset Police stated that there investigation revealed a shocking picture of a company 

culture with complete disregard of safety and maintenance. This was a company with a very casual 

attitude towards safety. If there is a message which needs to come from this tragic incident, it is 

that company owners must adhere to a duty of care to the public. 

 

BIGGEST FIXED PENALTY CHARGE 

On 1st March 2017 the penalties for using a hand held mobile phone whilst behind the 

wheel of a vehicle will be increased to 6 points and a £200.00 fine. Ensure that drivers understand 
that this is not just the act of making or receiving a call but all the other applications for which 
such a device can now be used. Anecdotal evidence would suggest that there are more incidents 
being recorded where this technology is implicated and that texting is becoming a bigger issue than 
the making and receiving of calls along with scanning the internet and looking at such things as play 
list for music selection.   

There are indications that there is to be a campaign of both publicity and enforcement 
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MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH PROFESSIONAL COLLEAGUES 
 

Come and share/network together with enthusiastic experienced and/or retired road safety 
practitioners. Have lunch, maintain contacts and keep up to date in an informal manner. 

Hosted by Graham Feest previously County Road Safety Officer of Northamptonshire, Head of Road 
Safety for the Institute of Advanced Motorists and retired Secretary of AIRSO (Association of 
Industrial Road Safety Officers) and Andrew Howard retired 

Head of Road Safety for the AA  

The Sun Inn 
Coate 
Swindon SN3 6AA 
 
On Thursday 16th March 2017 

12noon till 2.00p.m.  

 
 

For full details  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/graham-feest-events/maintaining-contact-meetings/ 
 
 
 

SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 
 

Further details and to book on line go to 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/graham-feest-events/upcoming-events/ 
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